
HISTORY OF SODA WATER 
In any product design, tracing back to the origins and developments of the product or similar products is important. It 
allows the designer to understand what has worked and what hasn’t, thus improving the product overall. 

1767 
Englishman Joseph Priestley discovered the procedure of carbonating water by infusing it with 
carbon dioxide gas. Later in 1771 Swedish chemistry professor Torbern Bergman also came up 
with a similar chemical procedure, however using slightly different apparatus.

WATER CARBONATION 
Before I started any concepts, I needed to understand what sparkling water is and how it is made on a simple basis. 
Essentially Sparkling or Soda water is water that has had CO2 gas added to it. This process is known as carbonation and 
is performed to water through a relatively simple process. Typically a carbonator cylinder is attached / connected to the 
carbonation device. The CO2 gas is then released from this carbonator through a small value and enters the water often 
through a straw.
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SodaStream manufactures and markets Home Carbonation Systems worldwide with a clear vision of benefiting 
consumers and our environment.


OUR VISION 
One global community, celebrating the bold achievement of a cleaner, healthier planet, made possible by each of us 
embracing simple, fun, responsible consumption.


OUR MISSION 
Revolutionise the beverage industry - empowering people with simple, creative, fun ways to make and enjoy better-for-
you, bottle-free bubbly beverages.


FIZZY FACTS 
• Employ over 2,000 people worldwide

• More than 30 nationalities are represented in the company

• Headquarters located in Israel

• Manufacturing facilities in: Australia, China, Germany, Israel, South Africa and West Bank

• SodaStream strictly adheres to the highest  international standards in quality, design and production

SODASTREAM 
SodaStream will be a considerable competitor to my company / product and therefore is an important company to study 
in terms of its features, branding and products.

ANICENT ERA 
Since ancient times, many civilisations became interested in 
natural springs being infused with natural gases (namely Carbon 
Dioxide) from deep below the water’s surface. This mineral 
water was to be beneficial for your health as it wouldn’t usually 
harbor microorganisms that fresh water was often contaminated 
with. Initially it wasn't uncommon for spring water to be bottled 
and sold to the wealthy in the polluted cities across Europe.

1903 
Guy Hugh Gilbey of W & A Gilbey Ltd. invented a machine for himself 
that produced a carbonated drink that his guests to enjoy with gin. It was 
a large and unwieldy machine, that eventually was installed in state 
homes in England. One of the earliest home carbonation machines was 
installed in Buckinghaam palace.

1783 
German born Johann Jacob Schweppe used Priestley and 
Bergman’s discoveries to invent his own device to create 
artificially carbonated water. He sold his company in 1799, but 
his name is still prevalent today as the Schweppes Company.

1920 
Artificially carbonated water quickly caught the attention of the public and manufacturers of the 
drinks made efforts to distinguish themselves by adding flavouring. Initially manufactures would 
add sodium salts to their drinks to give often a variety of flavours. One of the earliest recorded 
flavours were Cherry and Sarsaparilla.

1979 
SodaStream introduces their classic Soda Maker that endured for decades. Unlike today’s 
exciting range of colors, this Soda Maker was brown and beige to match the popular kitchen 
colors of the time.

2012 
At the turn of the 21st century SodaStream releases a 
large variety of home-based carbonation decides. In 2012 
SodaStream commissions world-renowned designer, Yves 
Béhar to design the "Source" Drinks Maker. The elegant & 
functional design is launched at Milan Design Week and 
wins the 2013 Red Dot design award.

1980s 
Aluminium cans were redesigned and took a turn in the marketplace 
with sales of canned soft drinks growing exponentially. The image 
shows the classic ‘wide-mouth’, stay-tab opening mechanism 
characteristic of most drinking cans. Today, canned soft drinks are 
still an substantial share of the market.
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